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David INTRODUCTION
What can we learn from the 
life of David, a shepherd boy 
turned king, whose story is 
marked by both incredible 
triumphs and devastating 
failures? David stands out in 
Scripture as a man after God’s 
own heart (Acts 13:22), yet 
his life was far from perfect. 
From defeating the giant 
Goliath to writing psalms that 
have inspired generations, 
David’s faith in God set him 
apart. However, his story also 
reveals moments of 
weakness—adultery, murder, 
and poor leadership decisions.

Studying David’s life gives us 
a profound understanding of 
faith, failure, and the 
redemptive power of God’s
forgiveness.  

His example shows us that even in our lowest moments, God’s grace can bring restoration. David’s honest repentance, as captured in Psalm 51, serves as 
a timeless model of how to seek God’s mercy when we’ve strayed. David’s journey mirrors our own struggles, triumphs, and need for forgiveness. His life 
challenges us to deepen our faith, confront our failures, and embrace God’s unchanging love. As we examine his story, we discover lessons that can 
transform our hearts and strengthen our walk with God today.
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David
Strengths and Accomplishments

v One of David’s most famous accomplishments was his 
victory over Goliath. With unwavering faith, he declared, 
“The battle is the Lord’s” (1 Samuel 17:47).

v As king, David brought together the fractured tribes of 
Israel. He established Jerusalem as the capital, making it 
both a political and spiritual center (2 Samuel 5:6-10).

v David was a gifted psalmist and his psalms reveal his 
deep relationship with God. Whether praising God’s 
majesty or crying out in despair, his writings reflect 
unwavering trust.

v Above all, David was known as “a man after God’s own 
heart” (Acts 13:22). Despite his flaws, his desire to please 
God remained constant. 
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David
Weaknesses and Mistakes

v One of David’s most well-known failures was his sin with 
Bathsheba. He committed adultery and then 
orchestrated her husband Uriah’s death to cover it up 

v (2 Samuel 11). 

v David also struggled as a father. He failed to discipline 
his sons, which led to devastating family strife. For 
example, his lack of action after Amnon’s assault on Tamar 
caused division and bitterness within his household 

v (2 Samuel 13).

v Later in his reign, David made a costly mistake. He took a 
census of Israel, driven by pride in his military strength. 
This act displeased God and brought severe judgment 
upon the nation (2 Samuel 24:1-10).
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David
Lessons From His Life

Despite being 
young and 

inexperienced, 
David trusted 

God completely 
when he 

stepped up to 
protect his 
people and 

slay Goliath. 

David’s life 
shows us the 

serious 
consequences 
of sin in that 

it brought 
immense pain 

to him, his 
family and 

his kingdom. 

His life also 

teaches us 

that heartfelt 

repentance and  

the willingness 

to accept 

correction from 

God is a sign of 

true leadership.

David’s life 
reminds us that 

walking with 
God isn’t about 
perfection; it’s 

about faith, 
repentance, and 
reliance on His 

grace.
  

Ultimately, 

David’s life 

encourages us 

to seek God 

wholeheartedly 

and shows us 

that no failure is 

too great for 

God’s mercy.
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